SEARCHING FOR INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET
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On the Desktop, double click on the
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Internet Explorer icon to access the internet
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	Google shows you a list of pages that contain the words you entered in to the search box.

	Searching for Phrases
	Use speech marks to search for phrases,

e.g. “Great Wall of China”

	Including Words
	Put a + before words you definitely want to appear in the results, 

e.g. China  +Wall

	Removing Words
	Put a – before words you definitely do NOT want to appear in the results, 

e.g. China  –Plate

	


You will be using a search engine to help you to find the answers to some questions.  
The most popular search engine is Google.

After doing this exercise you should understand a little better how to use a search engine properly.

Often even very experienced computer users don’t use search engines properly. 

You should only use a search engine to get a list of websites that may have the information you are looking for. Then you should explore the websites suggested by the search engine to try to find the specific information you are looking for. 

The key to using search engines is to use several words in a single search. 

For example if you are looking for information about the England football team.

If you only key in the word “England” for your search, the search engine will give you millions of websites about England but only a few will have any information about the English football team.
To make your search more narrow or accurate you should actually search for “England football team” or something similar.

Think about where you could look for information if the internet wasn’t available. Remember, the internet is just a way of making information easier to access. It has many similar types of publication as what you will find on paper or on TV and radio.
You might consider: 


●
an encyclopedia


●
an atlas


●
a guidebook


●
a biography

●
a dictionary


●
a newspaper or television channel


●
a magazine


●
a study guide

For example, in the first question, you know that a centipede is an insect so where would you look for information about insects? Maybe an encyclopedia or a book about insects?
OK you’re on your own now.  You now need to find all the answers to the questions below.
Print out a page with the answer / information on.  Write down on the page what you were looking for.  Write your name too. 
Good luck and good surfing…
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	Q.  
How many legs does centipede animal have?
What type of websites might have the answer?


Which website did you find the information on?
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	Q.  
What is Bigos?
Just “Google it” – what answer did you find ?


Which website did you find it on?
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	Q.  
What are the wings of Lepidoptera made of? 
Just “Google it” – what answer did you find ?


Which website did you find it on?
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	Q.  
Where is the highest rating on the TORRO Scale? 
Just “Google it” – what answer did you find ?


Which website did you find it on?
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	Q.  
If somebody has a fear of rats, what is their phobia called?
What type of websites might have the answer?


Which website did you find the information on?
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	Q.  
What could be Shakespeare’s first play?

What type of website might have the answer?


Which website did you find the information on?
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	Q.  
What is the collective name for crows?

What type of book might have the answer?


Which website did you find the information on?
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	Q.  
What is the temperature in Luxor today?
What organisations do you know that have Weather reports?



	9
	[image: image18.emf]


	Q.  
Hamsters can live for how long?

If you didn’t have access to the web where would you find this information?
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	Q. 
Who wrote “The Female Eunuch”?
If you didn’t have access to the web where could you find this information?
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	Q.  
What is an “ergot”?

What resource would you normally use to look up words?
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	Q.  
Find the ebay website – find the price of the cheapest netbook computer made by Samsung.

Print this one out
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	Q.  
Go to the Autotrader site & find the price of a black 1999 Golf Gti
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	Q.  
Go to Easyjet: find the cheapest One-Way flight from Liverpool to Amsterdam leaving tomorrow.

	15
	
	Q.  
How much would it cost to send a parcel weighing 2lbs to Australia from the UK by international signed for delivery?
Which website will you use for this? 

Find a website to work out the amount in grams first!
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Type this Search Engine address in the Address Bar & press the Enter key.





The Google home page appears





Type your search words in the Search Box and press Enter
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